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SIR, 

SOME time Cnce Chriftmas laft I was inform'd 
by a neighbour, that a publication of your's hac 
reach'd St;Qin bridge, wherein my Parifliioner. 
and myfelf w^re the objects of your fevere animad 
verCoqs. Within a few days after this inteiligenct 
bad been communicated to me, your book was pui 
into my hands ; but as it could be left with me for a 
fliort time only, my attention was wholly confined to 
the Appendix, No. 19. the title of which is, — An ac^ 
count of the High-Church Spit it v^hich has long prevaitd m 
Stourbridge. Of this Appendix I got a copy tranf- 
cribed, which copy now lies before me. I had im- 
mediately determin'd with myfelf to addrefs you pub- 
licly upon the fubjed; but was, unfortunately, at that 

time confin d by a fevere fit of the gout, which totally 
deprived me of the ufe of my right hand. I am 
ftill but in a weak ftate of convalefeence; but being 
impatient to vindicate my Parifti and myfelf from the 
numerous, and I muft add malicious mifreprefenta- 
tions which form, nearly the whole of that Appendix, 
(and which, I am told, is the only part of your Pam- 
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pblet that relates to Stourbridge,) | fe^ the /^arlieft 
opportunity; even though I flipuki thereby hazard a 
iarpftic ii^ier from fome witty reviewing critic, th^ 
ipy anfwer is weak ap^ ^^^ ^P ^'^ :^.uthor. 

Upon opening your book, and infpecling its T^|:le- 
pagc, ^ was at firft ftruck with the fol(?pinity of ypur 

iqiotto, 

E go nynq vefljfinia tfoucis 

^pediam, 
' Yhe bulk of your pamphlet fcemM to fu^cft an c- 
mendat^n of the word ^xicis ; and were It allowable 
\o judge of jhe whpl^ frfti^ the fmalj part that has at- 
traded my pbfervation, according to the old Claffic 
Adage, -Ex /v& Hercufeifi, I fliould thence be tj^^ipted 
^o objea ftill ujorjB ftropgly agaiijft the word vmff,m\ 
l^nd would coped tlip paifage thus^ 

'IgQ nunc falfijima fmHtis &c. 
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|itit%»t what a difierent mottp frpm Hoface feems 
pjuch more jqNplicable to your work, yiz. 

a 

Atque iUf mmitur^ Jic ymsfalfa remfcd. 

This line I pijrpofc keeping in view in my exami- 
iHltion of ypur /Appendix ; wherein my aim ftall be 
to fepi»tate, as^ras |apable» Uie few grains of Tnitb^ 
which are iijfefiaai*'^ |»ith, an^ overwhelin'd by^ a 
^oft difpropprtippate io^ of FaJfchood. 

Indeed You feem not a little unfortunate ih yOur 
feledion of Stourbridge ; a place which you acknojvrledgf 
to have been but once honoured ?vith your perfofaal 

appearanf f?> 
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appeamntc, Mid'lhat barely en poffant, by riding thio' 
it. In this ihft^ftce therefore I may feirly fay of ycm. 
in ipfo limine rtfpHas: Excufe a Latin quotation nofw 
an4 then; which can^iiave no great improj^riety in an 
ftdAf;efs to fo learned a man. "But your information 
You have no doubt may be depended upon." In your 
Philofophicai works You knew better th&n to tnift to 
itlformation. Tiaer^ you build upon the fure Bikfis 
of E^cperiment. In Theology and Polemics you Iread 
not quite fo fordy. But in accufing and traducing 
your neighbours, fuch I mean as adhere to tlie Na- 
tional Churchy there any hear-fay evidence is fuSici- 
cnt. Greedily have you fwallow'd, and boldJy ob- 
truded upon the Public, a Farrago of anonymous 
* intdligence, which your known learning and abilities, 
had they been tincftur d with but a gram of chriftian 
charity and candour, mull have led you to rejedl with 
merited contempt. When by fuch exalted talents^ 
fuch Herculean vigour, is hurFd forth — klum intbeiU^ 
fine ictu^ — a difcerning Public will be apt to concltide 
thofe talents impair d, and that vigour diminiihed; 
and even your own Admirers and Difciples Will whif- 
per in your ear. 

Solve Jenefcentm m(Aure Janus eqvvm^ ne 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus^ et ilia ducat. 

Y6Uf fiift attatk is uppp the Feoffees of the Hofpital, 
and con&fts of two charge?, follow'd up by an Anec^ 
dote or two of private flander, for the entertainment 

•f your Readers. The fubftanpp of the firft charge 

• 
is 
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is^— ** The Founder and Endower of the Hofpital was 
1 Presbyterian : but the prefent Feoffees refufe to ap- 
.{Hfmke the Boys there educated, to Diflenters: and 
ytm have alfo frequently heard, that they ^re equally 
taiieftd in preventing the children of poor Diflenters 
from gaining admidion into the faid School." And 
left the atrocity of this condu<5t fliould fail of exciting 
a fuffident degree of indignation, fubjoin'd is the 
folUiwi^g curiQus Epiphonema; — " Knowing that the 
Pounder c4^ the Inftitution was a Diflenter, one would 
have thottght that the principles of common integrity 
viTOttld have prevented them from fuch a ihameful 
petveifion qf the intention of the Donor; but where 
P^gotfy fupplies the place of Charity and Candour, 
Shame Is generally difcarded ; and every proieiiion 
©f virtue is little more than a tinkling cymbal." — 
The fahftance of the fecond charge is,— *' The Hof- 
pital havkg been in debt, and obliged to take hug 
etediti nothing in.duc'd many tradefmen to fupply 

thtxn^ hut the expecjlation of their being better cuf- 
tomefS in future, A diflenting tradefman of Stoijr- 

bridge^ iaduc!d by this expecflation, fuppHed theni at 
two or three years credit i but no fgoner were the 
finances of the Hofpital reduc'd to order, and t!;eir 
debts liquidated, than thefe bigoted, difhoneft, un- 
gratefuU inhuman Feoffees, not only difcarded this 
unfottunate tradefman, hut gave a general order to 
their Steward to have mo further dealings whatever 
with Diflfettters," 

» Having 
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Having fairly Hated the fubftance of thttt cWge^ 
I {hall proceed to reply to them^ before 1 meddle 
with the annex'd epifodes: only firft premifing^ that 
all the accumulated load of guilt therein iavolv^d^ I 
chearfully take upon my own ftioulders* Of the 
Feoffees, moft live at a great diftance ; two only in 

this Parifli. Some have never attended at the Hof* 
iiital ; fcarce any above once in a yean The ma* 
nagement of it's iftterAal concerns, partknltrly it*$ 
finances, has principally refted upon mt^ with the 
aififtance of the one other Feoffee who lives in the 
parifii; and on fome occaCons with that of two or 
three more, whofe refidence is within a few zniles^ and 
who compofe a Committee. * So that I may well fay^ 

Ml\ me, — qdjum .qid feci; in me convertite /ffitw^ 
. . Rutuli; mea fraus onmis,;-^ nihil illu 

" The Founder of the Hofpital was aPrefbyterian/ 
So fays Dr. Pnelliey, on the credit of his anonymous 
informers. I have heard the fame before, but not 
from fuch information as would wamnt a pcfitive 

affirmation 

^ • The rnirbfr of Feoffees under the Pounders J^pf)oiatmc»t it 
nineteen. Whea thefe are by Death reduced to fifteen, a «ew Fe« 
ofFm-nt i> executed. It was alfo the Founders Will, tl^at the ref- 
peaive Male Heirs of his three Sons fliould ever bt in ihf Titlft, 
The Feoffees are at prefent fixteen; viz. Lord Foley, and Rev. 
Thomas Foley, in right of the fecond and thii-d Line, the firft 

bcingcxtina;theEARLOFSTAMFO«DjH0N.Epw<^RD FoLtr* 
M. P. Hon. An DREW Foley, M. P. Sir Edward V/innino« 
TON, M. P. Jervoise Clerjce Jbrvoise, M. p. Edmvm^ 
^Xechmers; Robert Bromley ; Rowland Berkley; Nf 
CHOLAS Lechmerb Charlton; Jonathan Pytts; Fd« 
ward Hickman, Efquircs; ThoMas Cooks; GsOrcr Bvtt| 
Robert Folby, Cicrks. 
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-affiriffatlon of the facl: nor €l6te your a£ferf ion ^di 
aaPy ¥reight to my c6nvi(ft.ion* Blfit you corroborate 
your afffertion by mzfay- concomitant circutnft^ocfs, 
'' He founded the Prefbyterian Church in Stourbridge^ 
which Ghurch firft afleujblcd for public worlhip in hi^ 

houfe^ now theTjdbot Inn 5' in a room, n«W ^ail'd tb^ 
old AficmWy-room i and his domeftic chaplain, a , 
Mr. Fcwler, vvas their firft Paftor." All this Hiay be^, 
true, for ai^g^t I can aver t6 the contrary; hot but. 
that one unlucky circumfiance obtrudes itfelf,^ >vb^<^ 
is, thaft from good authotity I am fatisfi^d th^ afor^r 
faid HcKife never mia the property eS the Founder of 
tbe Hospital; it haviog been buiM hy Rijchatd Fdey, 
father of Thomas the Founder; ^aid by the faidf Richr 
ard given or bequeathed to one or both of hi$ younger 
fons, Robert, and Samuel. But not to cavJI about 
trifles, let me allow hfan to have been a Pi'efbyterian ; 
and if by this conceffion ai>y of his defcendan^ t^^y 
think his memory ifijur'd, I moft bumUy a(k their 
pardon i though I can fcarcely apprehend they will 
entertain that opinion, when they confider the efTen- 
tial difference between the fober religious Preflby-^ 
terians, who aim'd at ftemming the torrent of im- 
pnety and prophanenefs that ddag d the court and 
age of the gay and profligate Charles the fecond; anff 
the Prefbyterians of thefe days. Granting then tb* 
poftulatum, that the Founder was a Diifeut^ ; dQCf 
it thence follow that it was his defign to apprapriot^ 
l)is fchool to Diflenters? If fuch were his intention^ 
it is fbmewhat ftrange that he ihould have ^en nq 

kind of intimaiion of it, either to bis conlempoTaAry 

Fiiead^ 
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Friends and Relatives, or to his fucceffors in the Ttuft* * 
On the contrary he appointed the then Refior of thd 
Parifti of Oldfwinfotd, togethier with ihree or four 
neighbouring Clergymen of the Church of Englantii 

to be Original Fieoffees; and ordain'd that thfe ChiWreii 
fliould cbnft^tly attend divine fcrvice in the -Parifti 
Church; where they have appropriated tothcit fetemffe 
a long Gallery, with feats adjoining for the Mafter» Stfew^ 
ard. Matron, and Servants ; which bear every mark of 
being coeval with thie Foundation bf thi? Hi3fpital. 
Thcfe rircumftances, flight as they may poffiblyappcar 
to you; have great weight with me \ alid fliily {litisfy 
any fcruple that may be ftiggefted, of perverting fhe 
intention of the pioiis Donor, by placing the Boys 
with fuch Mafters, as being therofelvcs Churchmen, 
are lilcely to enforce the attendance-'of their Appren- 
tices upon thie iamie ma3e of divine worihip, tiawbifck 
they had been conftantly habituated during theini 
tontinuance at fchooli Since I Had the honour of 
being appbintedarFeoffeie; which was in the year 1777,' 
I have known more than one inftance of Boys being 
apprcntic'd to Diffenters, and that with my own con- 
currence; and I ca» fafely affirm^-that for feme years,' 
piovided a Mafter produced a good charaaer,'and his' 
line of buCncfs appear d eligible ; no* queftibns were 
aflc'd, or enquiries made, concerning hisreligfous per- 
iuaCon. It h^ beep qnly fince I have obferv'd the 
ftrong fpirit of Prpfelytilm;' which has fo generally 

diffjjs'd itfclf aqaong the Diflfentersja fpirit, of which 

. • - • 
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J can pot but lookup to you asthefountain-headv and 
whereof I (hall adduce fome pretty flrong proofs in a 
fublequent pan of this.letter : then it was that I began 
to >e particular in my enquiries^ and Uien I formed 
upon good groundsarefoIution,whichI doatprefent, 
and ever will abide by; of never apprenticing another 
Boy to a Prefbyterian. A refolution this, whereun- 
to, will aptly apply, laudatur ah his; culpatur ah illis; as 
alfo to the grounds ofthat refolution.— Born and bred, 
ordain'd and beneficd in the Church of England, I 
fearlefsly avow Ay fteady attachment to that Church. 
I am neither fo blind nor .fo bigotted as to annex to 
her the idea of abfolute perfedlion ; but am fp thorough- 
ly convinced of the comparative excellence . of her 
dodrine and difcipline» above thofe of any of the 
Seas which diffent from her, and of her neat approach 
to the pure model of primitiye Chriftlanity; (fenti- 
mcnts which* all your Polemical writingi have not in 
the leaft availed to ihake, but have rather tended to 
confirm ;) that I am determined to omit no feir and open 
means of ftrengthening the attachment of all, wi:h 
whom I have any concern, efpecially the young, to 
that Church which I fo ardently love, admire, and re- 
vei'Ci One part of my plan of coiirfe is to difcourage 
their attendance on diffenting Meeting-houfes ; and 
confequently to place the Holpital Boys in fituatipns, 
where is no danger of their being compel'd, or even 
perfuaded to attend them. And this I publicly pro- 
fefs, in deaance of being branded by that moft o^ro- 

brious and contemptuous appeUation in the mouth of 

a modern. 
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a niodern Reviewer, Orthodoxy. Tl.at Orthodoxy, 
founded on conviclion; you niay call my fhame^: I 
glory in that Ihame; and fcruj.ie not to adopt Davids- 
exprefilon, — If this be vile, I will be yet more vile 
than thus. 

There is another branch of your firft charge, that 
lies fkulking in a note at the bottom of a page, as 
feeming to have efcap'd your obfervatjon, till .on fe- 
cond thoughts it appear'dof fome confequence by way 
of aggravation: which is, that ^'you teve frequently 
heard the Feoffees axe equally careful in preventing 
the children of poor DiiTenters from gaining admiili- 

on into the fchool." Thisaffertion clearly proves your 
Informant's ignorance of the mode of admiffion ; an 
explanation whereof will itfelf refute .the charge. 
The number cxf Boys is by the Founder' limited to 
fixty. Of thefe, fourteen are nominated by the Head 
of the Foley Family, as Reprefentative of the Founder. 

The remaining fix and forty are to be nominated by 
particular Parifhes, in certain fpecified proportions. 
After fuch CbiWien as are at the proper age are plac'd 
out, which on an average exceed ten in each year, the 
Schoolmafter immediately acquaints Lord Foley of the 
vacancies ; fpecifying the Par*flies whence each had 
been admitted ; as alfo the Choice Boys, by which ap- 
pellation are meant thofe of his Lordftiip's nomination, 
in diftinftion from the Parifh Boys. His Lordfliip 
then iffues a Precept to each of the Pariflies whence 
the vacancies' arife,^ diredling the Miniftcr, Church- 

B a wardens, 
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wardens, and Overfcers, or any four of theni» to nctz 
initiate two Boys, if there be a fingle vacancy, qualifi- 
fd as therein pxprefs'd ; and to bring them to the Hof- 
• pital on a certain day ; that the Feoffees may ele<a on^ 
of the faid Boys into the School. Ever fince I have 
been in theTruft, I have not once fail'd in my attend- 
^tice on this annual Meeting, at which the Boys are 
elefted ; and do affirm with the utmoft confidence of 
truth, that 1 never witn^fsd a fingle inltance of par- 
tiality, or perfonal biafs ; nor ever heaxd any othe^f 
qualification requird, than what are in the Precept 
fpecified ; aniong which the Religious perfuafion of 
the Parents, Guardians, Relations, or j^rieads, bafi 
jiQ admittaace. Under thefe circumfiances, I can not 
4ay that to my knowledge any children of Diflenters 
h^VP ever aftually.been offered, nor do I think it very 
probable they fhould : owing, you wjll fay, to that High- 
church fpirit which fo notorioufly pervades this infeA- 
«d neigh bpurhood," to which giv^ me leave to add 
the influence of the Diflenting Teachers, who coul4 
not very confcientioufly fuller their followers to fol- 
licit admiffion for their children into a Charity, where 
their principles would run fo much hazard of being 
corrupted, by inibibing the pernicious orthodoxy q( 
the4etefied Church. 

I come now to your fecond charge againft the Fcr 
offees, which has fome (hew of plauiGbility, as reftin| 
94 ? ground-work of truth. That " owing to th^ 

\^ njifmanagement of a former Steward^ the Hofpital 

*\ " ' ' ' 
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was fame years back much involv d in debt, and in 
ponfequence dbligd to take long credit with goods 
bought for the ufe of the houfe/' is an undeniable foft. 
-^For your fuller informatipp, I will add fomething 
more to that fa<ft, which is, that not a whole year has 
elaps'd fince it could be fairly faid to be out of debt. 
That ** many tradeftnen fupplied them on the fole 
expectation of their being better cuftomcrs in future, 
as the Stewards always affur d them would be the cafe 
in a few years," I muft beg leave to (jueftion. It will 
(carcely be denied that it is ufual with tradefm.en^ 
when knowing they muft wait long for payment, to 
ipake their charge accordingly. 1 his I have known 
donp ill more inftances than one to thcHofpital; nor 
fio I impeach the cliaraAer of thofe who did it, fuch 
a pra<Jtice not appearing to militate^ in my humble 
opinion, againft ftri«a equity. Among thefeTTiadef- 
men was one Diffenter; on thecircumftance of whofc 
pfe, which you minutely detail, you dwell for a con- 
^(iderable time with no fmall degree of afpcrity. On 
this fubjecft I muft firft acquaint you, that the ^Stewards 
of the Hofpital were in the habit of dealing juft wh«i^ 
and with whom they pleased, withput any interference 
ff th€ Feoffees. In the next place, the particular 
Steward to whom you allude, having fome years fince 
been call'd upon to fettle his accounts in another 
world, cannot very conveniently return thence to con- 
front his accftfer here. But upon examination of the; 
Hol^ital Bills ftnd Receipts for many years back, I can 

> find 
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find veiy few traces of their having ever dealt with 
DiflenteT9, to any confiderable degree. The princi- 
pal expences conie under the articles of Meat, Drink, 
and Apparel. Their Butcher, Maltfter, and Meal man, 
their Mercer, Taylor, and Shoe-maker, all appear to 
have been Churchmen. But after much fearch I at 
length difcover*d fome dealings with a Stourbridge 
Diflenter for Cheefe. I well remember the fubftance 
of a converbtion between myfelf and the Steward 
already hinted at, who telling me he was going to 
Bridgenoith Fair, I a(k*d him if he could not provide 
Cheefe for the houfc on better terms from thence, 
than firom the Retailers in Stourbridge? he anfwered 
in the affirmative, but objected -the want of money . 
and mentioned a debt of fome {landing due to the 
Diflenter. I defir*d him to difcharge the debt zs 
fpeedily as poffible, and to take care in future not to 
be unpiovided with caih againfi that Fair. My di- 
xeAions he promised to comply with. But as this 
tranfaAion was fome years back, and your charge is 
fo direft and poGlive^ I have procured from the 
piefent Steward an abflrad of the Hofpital dealing;^ 
in the article of Cheefe, ever fince my becoming a 
Feoffee. From hence it appears that in the years 1778 
anii i779t being the two lafl years of that Steward, 
by whofe mifmanagement our incumbrances were 
brought on ; he paid for cheefe to that piifenter the 
fum of 50/* I OS. 6d. He wai fucceeded in the Stew- 
ardChip by Thomas Maul, who in ^780 and 1781 
paid the bme Diflenter for the faid article the farther 

fum 
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fum of 12,8/. 1 25. In 1 7 8 2 he paid to the &me TiadcC* 
man five Guineas only; having that year given an 
order to an Hofpital Tenant^ to whom in 1782 and 
1783, he paid near fifty pound;s. Maul then 4y.i°S 
was fucceeded by Thomas Whittingham, the periCbn 
Hated to have had the converfation with your Diflent* 
ing Tradefman. ^ I fee that in 1784 and 1785 Whit- 
tingham paid different people for Gheefe to the amount 
of about forty Guineas ; but your friends name docs 
not occur till the year 1786 when theie is an entry 
of 1 1/. 6s. 4^. paid him for Cheefe and Butter ordered 
by Maul in 1 783, and at the fame time Whittingh^un, 
by way of fome amends I fhould fuppofe, laid out 
with himtheftrtherfumof2/. ly. 8i. for Grocery; an. 
article for which the hofpital had unlfonnjly dealt 
elfewhere. In 1787, the laft year of Whittingham^s 
Stewardlhip^ he foUow'd my diredlions, and provided 
the Cheefe at Bridgenorth Fair. I have detailed thefe 
matters thus minutely to ihew that your Informant's 
tale, tho' not absolutely groun41efs« is yet fluunefiilly 
exaggerated. Nothing have I extenuated ; whethet 
behave fet down aught in malice, let the Public judge*. 

You now bring up,the rpar of thefe tremendous charg- 
es againft the body of Feoffees, with a brace of fcandal- 
ous Anecdotes againft one particular Feoffee ; or to 

fpeak more properly, againft his Father, who was alfo a 
Feoffee, but has been in his grave almpft half a Cen-- 
tury. "This Gentleman, it feems,has, orformerlyhad 
in his poffeffion a Buft oT the iale Pretender; and his 

Father 
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Papthi&rwas ime-ofa Party, whbfe ufiial praftice it 

Was at their convivial meeting^ to fall upon, their kneeS" 

' . " • * • •. » 

before* the fa id Biift; and arinlc'each of them their firft 

^afs^to'the reftbtatibn'ortiie Stuart Family to the" 
tiitonVoTtheie kingdoms^'" Ahd'in otdcr ib fixthii' 
fpecificl)Sje6l of this accufatiori, j^ou take care'to Tub- ' 
join a^Notfe, wherein; to account in fome meafute for* 
his J^nmlt'y to the Diflentersi you record k Decree bP 
tofdt CKancellof King agairift this faid Gefitlfeman's ' 
Father in a Chancery (uit coinmenc^ agaitift him fcy* 
itiViflbcialeci body of Dlffehting Miiiifters rti Lbnddn;' 
f^ativie ' to' fonifc money, Aated 'fcy yod as feft ia 

Che* faid Father by an Aqceftor' }n truQ. Now th^' . 
Avnole'bt this gfofs 'afpeirffon *my worthy friend and 
Brofhsr-Fepfi'ee, wrapt in confclous innocence and* in- . 

tiBgrity, (b thoroughly dfefpifes^ that I have had no fmall 

kjifficpjty in ,extortiog his copfent that I fliguld even 

-'•-'. ,.. .,..^^ 

OQtige it. But I can neither forbi^ar to bring forward 
the naked faftst tior to follow theip up with a few re*. 
mailfSi,. The only Buft this Gentleman ever had i^ 
hispoffeflioo^ and which is now^ in poff^fliou of hii 
ieldeft Son, is one which himfelf purchased many years 
a^o in iLondoni which nev(Kv was f;he property of hii$ 
Father; and whereon is infcrib'd the name Marc^]hw 
In the Pfeflbyterian Ditftionary Marcellus may, i(A ^ 
iught I know, fignify the late Pretender; That th« 
Father anxl his Compbttt»rs might haw IdoHkM a*i4 
pbur'd forth their Libations' before' an Obje<S wWfc* 

Ikey jdever beheld, and which ptobably was^nbt in 
* ♦ •• 

exiftence 



( t^ ) 

exiIVen<:c in their days; this ten may-poffiUy b€ 0ct 

too abfurd for the Prieflleyan Creed. Surbly 9 ni^Q 
inuft be driven veiy hard indeed to bring op the 4UUf 
charge of Jacobitifm in tbefe days. Foctheinfihuatjioi^ 
plainly implies, that as the deccas'd Father nranifefte4 
his difafle<ftion to the reigning Fanaily by kneeling be- 
fore this Baft of the Pretender MarceHus, fo hatk th^ 
furviving Son by retaining fuch an Abomination in 
liis poffellion. On this occafion permit me to acquaint 
you with a little Anecdote. In tfhe days of Sir Robert 
"Wsilpple, when it was ufnal with the s^dherents of Mir 
piftry to aim at filcncing their Opponents wi^h \h£. 

cry of Jacobitifm, a certain minifterial Member hav* 
ing one day launched forth a fpeech of confiderablii 
length in thati flrain, no fooner fate down* tbati in6^ 

ther Member, long fince deceased, but whom riiad( 
the honour of knowing intimately in the younget pail! 
of my life, made this Laconic Reply : — ^Mr. Speaker; 
if the honourable Member who fpokelaft will flae;^*m<? 
three Jajcobites, I will fliew him three Fools. '" But i 
beg pardon; I confider'd not the tranfcendent^AHif- 
kies of Dr. Priefilcy, who no doubt can conjure up the" 
Ghofl of long departed Jacobitifm, with equal facility 
U that of Unitarianifm : nor can it fall much fhort o£ 
biafphemy to afTcrt that any other than the Doftof 
and his difciples can poflibly be true friends of BJing 
George,, and the Britifh Conftitution. — As to the 
Chancery-fuit, my worthy Neighbour having beerl i 
School-Boy at the time, knows no more than what lie 

C his 
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nis Father's concern therein was in confequence of his 
firft Wife's having been Adminiftratnx to. the Execu^ 
tor of the Executor of the Teftator ; that no Aflets of 
the faid Teftator came into his hands ; and that ho 
defended the Suit upon the Opinion of that bright 
luminary of the Law, the then Coupfellor Murray, an4 
late aged and truly venerable Earl of Mansfield. 

I jnvift now foUptv you frpm the Hofpital ipto the 
town of Stourbridge, where you tell us pf a tremen- 
dous riot of the High-church party, whp tore up the 
Pews and Pulpit of the frefbyteiian Meeting-houfe, 
and burnt them, together with the Minifter's Bible 
('tis well it was not thp Minifter himfelf ) in the midft 
of the market. Here you very prudently leave a 
blank for the date. This defideratum I am hot able 
to fupply; but fufpecl the af&ir might have happen'd 
about thp tiirje of the Toleration A61 in the beginning 
of King William's reign, when finailat tumults were 
frequent in mpft parts of the kingdom : however that 
it could not have taken place Cnce the paffing of the 

Riot AiJl in the commencement of King George the 
firil's reien, feems tolerably clear from what you addt 
pf the cxpence of new pewing the Meeting-houfe be* 
ing paid by the Treafury ; whence it appears that no 
damages were then amenable to the Hundred. At 
all events, the faA is nearly out of the memory of man; 
\mt ^manet' al0 mente repofium: and DeliQq Majomn i^ 
meriti luimus. 

Since that period* whenever it migh^ fa?v« be«n, . 
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Jrbii acknowledge id have heard of ho aAual vibknte 
cxercis'd againftthc Diflentersin Stourbridge, but you 
obferve that a ftilFnefs and unkindncfs on the part of 
the .Epifcopalians was obfervable tow«lrds themi prior 
to my Refidenc^ in the Parilh. I was told as much 
at my firft coming; and\ho* I have little doubt but 
that fueh ftiffnefs on the part of the Ghurch may be 
fairly attributed to the Referve of the Prefbyteriang 
themfelves, who almoft conftantly herd together^ 
{Skewing a manifeft reludlance to aflbciate with thofc. 
of the Eftablifhmentf yet I wifli'd to contribute my 
mite towards wearing off thofe prejudices ; and can- 
didly own that fueh was my principal view in become 
ing a member of the i^rcfbyterian Reading Society : 
and afterwards when the Prefbyterian Minifter chofe 
to refign the Preiident*s Chair, at which time the 
Ghurch Members nearly, if not quite^ equal'd the 
DiITenters in number, I was the perfon who firft pro*- 
pos*d another Prefbyterian to fucceed him ; and our 
new Prefident was no other than the Son of the un- * 
fortunate dealer in Gheefe, fo maltreated by the Hof- 
{)itaU . This Gentleman had then in his poffeflion a 
Buft of Dr. Prieftleyj whicfe I believe to have been 
id6liz*d by hinl much more than was ever that df the 

poor Symbolical Marcellus. But more of this worthy; 
Prefident hereafter. Before I proceed farther I muft 
ftop a moment jto notice the two inftanees you allegie 
in fupport of the &A ; viz^ of the ftiffnefs of the 
Epifcopaliam towards the DifTetiters. The two Cler« 
iymen^ whofe names you fb honourably record, were 
7 Ca fucceffivelj 
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« 

fuccclfively Curates to my immediate Predeceffor. A$ • 

I never had the pleafure of knowing either of them, 
and both have been long fince dead, I can fay nothing 
pofitively to the charges you bring againft them. The 
Widow^of Mr. Male is ftill living in this Village, much 
and very defervedly refpeded; and from her I am 
affur*d, that fuch was the independent Spirit of her 

# 

Hufband, that he would have reje(5led with fcom'the 
offer of a fcarf See. under fuch circumftahces as you 

mention. I am told by fome who have read the 
whole of your book, that it teems with a variety of 
limilar charges concerning fcarves and hat-bands 
againft the Birininghani Clergy; thus infinuating thtttt 
to be adtuated not only by a hatred to the Diflenteis, 
but by a little, meanvdirty, mercenary fpirit into the 
bargain. 'To themfelves I leave their own vindication, 
to which 1 doubt not their being fully adequate, if 
they think fuch trifles worth their notice : but tho* I 
fcom retaliation, I can not but entertain fome flight 
fu^icion, that the lucre of thefe funereal trappings 
may have at leaft an equal influence on the Prefby*^ 
terian Minifters ; who make no fcruple of attendins 
the Remains of their deceas'd Brethren into Out 
Churches, notv^ithfianding the certainty of having 
their ears aflidi'd, and their vonfdences 6&nded, by 
the repetition of that odious fbn^iil fervice, agaaifl 
which they are lb ftrongly preju(ficed. 

But to tetarn; ** The Didbntets weie now kd to 
fappofe tbat all fimaer httied was done away, ^4 

were 
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wet e ple?ifing themfelves with the pcrfuaflon." True* 
and not only pleafing themfelves, but proceeding ta 
lengths they durft not before venture upon. For by 
this time they had not only open'd a Sunday School 
in the Wafte, but were alfo proje<ain|; the Eredion of 
a Meeting-houfe in the fame quarter, tho* well know- 
ing there was not a Angle Prefbyterian on the fpot. 
Not in this theirx:oofidentfecurity did they ddgn once 
previoufly to. <;opfult with, or even fa much as to ac- 
quaint, the Redlor with their defigns* But moie oi 
~ this hereafter. The Birmingham Riots broke out* 

And now — 

In navafert amtaus mUatas dicertforlamf 
Corpora*-^ 

on the news ireaching Stourbridge, f^^H^ thiiigtf mt* 
tamorphos'd in an inftant : and your reiterated com- 
plaints and inve6lives come fo thick, that I fiirefet no^ 
fmall difficulty in fo feparating them from each othet^ 
as to notice each difiin&ly . The taflc too beats fome 
lefemblance to that of cleanfing the Auffon Stable ; 
but having undertaien it, 1 Ihall fteadily pcrfifiL-— 
Truth is my Guide ; and— r« hocjigno vincaau 

The fiun and fobftlnce of your allegations, on diis 
head is reducible to four articles : firft, /^tbat tho 
moft violent invediv^s were pour'd forth againft the 
Diffeaters, and endeavours ,ns'd to. ftir up the minds 
of the people:" feeondiy/'' that the circulation of 
the band4>iU m^ chax^g'd upoft a Di&nter, and the 
roport-ftfopagated wkh great iadufiry :" thirdly^ *\^t 

feveral 
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Tevctal public-hourcs were fiU'd with men ready t^ 
embark in the diabolical bufinefs of levelhng with th^ 
ground not only the Mceting-houfe, but alfo thd 
dwelling-houfes of the Diffenters : but being difap^- 
pointed by the vigilance of an adive Magiftrate; that 
fourthly; they evinc'd their determination to injure , 
their diflenting brethren, by withdrawing their cuftom 
from the fhop$ of the Diffenters:" and here again , 
your friend and informant, the Grocer, and quondam 
Cheefe-ihonger, is fct forth as an example. Here 1 . 

miift for the firft time take th6 liberty ttf infringing 
the 6rder of your arrangement; the firft of thefc aF-« 
tides being fubfequent. to, and depending on^ the fe* 
cond. When the infamous and treafouable hand-bill 
reached Stourbridge, which was two or three days pre- 
vious to the French Revolution dinner, which was the 

proximate caufe of iht Birmingham Riots ; imme- 
diately the town was in an univerfal alarm. The 

inhabitants felt themfelves publicly call'd upon to rife' 
in arms againft the King whom they lov'd, and thcf 
Conftitution which they rever'd. Indignantly did 
they fpurn the call ; and exprefs'd their decided and 
unequivocal deteft^tion againft it's unknown authors,* : 
publifhers, and diftributors^ It was foon difcover'd 
that thefe hand-bills, about a dozen or more in nunfH 
ber, had been tranfmitted into the hands of yout 
friend the Grocers Son, the Prefident firft of the 
reading fociety, or Book-club, and then of the Stour- 
bridge Library, Mr» Samuel Parkes, junior. By thit . 
t^me the hand-biUSf having been put into <rhe Po% 
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4i$ce, had by the Poft-man been delivered according 
to their feveral direflions. From a ftriking vifible 
fimilarity of hand-writing, thefe diredions were alfo* 
charged to the aforefaid Mr. Parkes. This charge be 
denied ; but with fuch ^evident marks of confufion, 
that all who were preferit at the Bank, when he wag 
firft tax'd with it, were fatisfadorily convinced of his 
guilt. Soon afterwards, fome other corroborating 
circumftan'ccs appearing, it was in agitation to call a 

public meeting ; and provided Proofs fufficiently clear 
could be obtained, to profecute the faid Mr. Parkes for 
the offence. But by this time the paflions of the 
People were fp exafperated, and the updiftinguiflring 
Mob had fo transfer d the fufpeded Treafon of one 
individual Diflenter to the whole Body, that prudence 
dictated the propriety of dropping the intended meet- 
ing, left it might lead to exafperate ftill farther ; and 
accordingly n© meeting was held, nor was Parkes ever 
caird to an account. Thus, inftead of endeavours 
being us'd to flir up the minds of the people againfi 

the Diifenters, all means that prudence could fuggeft 
were us'd to allay the fubCfting ferment, and to pre- 
vent thfsir rage from Imjaking forth, after the dreads 
ful ex?imple of Birmingham. Your third allegation, 
of the aie-houfes being fall of men prepaid for the 
demolition of houfps Sic. I entirely difbelieve. That 
jn this naanufii&uring neighbourhood the ale-houfea 
9re always too much crowded, I am ready to admit ; 
?ind when I xeflcia on thp fuel which intoxication 
might namrally have added to this flame already burn^ 

ing 



htg in d^ir breads, I am far from imagining that the 
aJsiniii of the DliTenters on that occasion were vifion-* 
^.or unfafallantiaL Fortunately no- damage wa& 
dpCue; faitber than a few infults fyoin hoys and 
draoken men; who were determin'd not only to in- 
dulge themfelves in their favourite cry of Cburth and 
Eng; but now and then added^ d — n the Prefbyfe- 
lians, and down with the Rump. Upon the fourth 
branch of your charge I muft be a little more expiicit* 
That the Chorchnien in general withdrew th^ir cuf- 
Com from the Difle ate rs, I can neither'affirm nor cTei^y^. 
If true, I heartily applaud them for fo do}«g, on thi^ 
j^ndpk — belter late than never. The Sedlaries^ 
from the heft iffformation I can procure, ht them an 
example, by confining their cuflom among themieives*; 
znd-^fas ^etab kojie docerL If in invitation of tbeix^ 
i>raAice the Churchmen would alfa unite in giving a 
dedded prcfeiencc to thofe of their own Cxwnmu-^ 
nion, I believe it would be difficult to prefcribc % 
moie effefiual antidote to the growth of Schifoa.— 
You arc welcome here to tax me with illiberality; 
^taiOum fujic^. But I muft own it feems a little un- 
accountable to me, that in a l#ok whofe profeft'd pur- 
pofe it is to affign the predifpofing caufcs of the 
Bixmingham riots, fhould be adduc'd in example 
fofts, which are acknowledged to have happened fubi 
feipient to, and in confequence of« thofe riots. That 
your friend Parkes, a thorough-bred, rigid, PrieftlcyaA 
Prefbyterian, fupplied with goods many' of the firft 
of this neighbourhood, ho left than thirty cf 

whom 
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whom you tell us had ledger accoantj with -Win for' 
Vears, befides many ready money Cuftomers ; ' this 
furelyis not alledg'd as proof of their Bigotry, m-i- 
but they all left him. Why? He, poor good man, 
«ould never hear of . the leaft charge they had againft 
him, except that of his being a Diffe nter. , Was he -then 
a recent Pgpofelyte ? had he ever bepn a member of 
the eftahlifli'd Church? what was bis Religion during 
the tpany years thcfe families dealt with him? The 
plain truth is, they knew him to be a Prefbyterian, but 
thought hJm honeft, and gave him their cuftota: they 
difcover'd him to be a rank Republican, and fiifpeaeii 
him to be » Traitor, and defervedly dilcarded him, 

You next advert to the proje<fted Building In the 
Lye^wafte; a place which you reprefent as Very pop^ 
ulous, where the people are extremely ignorant, an* 
where there is no houfe of wdrihip of any denomination. 
Allowing this to be the truth, it is not the whole truth. 
You might have added, that the whole of the Lye-waft6- ^ 
is within my Parifli ; and that no part of it ismoredan 
two mUesdiftant from either the Parrfh Church of Old- 
fwinford, or from the Chapel in Stourbridge. Mows 
than this, I can with equal truth and pjeafure affert of thai 
diftrua,that It's Inhabitants are neither more ignorant 
nor more profligate than the generality of the lower 
crders of men ufually are. They are honeft and i?- 
duttrious.; they arc anxious to have their children, re- 
gularly baptiz'd; they moft eagerly and thankfiOty 
tmbrac'd the opportunity offer'd them.of having tjhfir 
thildren inflruiaed in the Sunday Schools ; theyattenjl 

*^ divine 



( i6. ) 

d&Wne ftrVice in their Parifti Church quite as coafl antfy 
as many who ark Ctuatcd much nearer it : drink and 
fv^eat they undoubtedly wilU as will moft of their rsnk^ 
particularly In populous manufa^uring places ; (would 
their fuperior* did not fet then| examples)^ and they 
are Hfte^dily toyal to their King and Government.—^ 
NoweVeri I am ready to acknowledge the expediency, 
nay the neceffity^ of having an additional place of 
worthip cre<fted 06 the fpot, for their fole ufe ; and 
entertain the moft fan juine hopes of beirtg able (bortly 
to zccQttxfliih it* But it feems this Idea has l6dg finc^ 
ftruck the Prefbyterknfi ; and the Diflenting Mintfter 
of Cradleyhada^uaUy procur'd Subfcrq)tions^ trda^d' 

for Land» purchased Brictl^and in imagination already 
built 4 Mceting-hbirf«'; and by a Fartitiori-I^reaty *di- 
vi2te4 thfe: du^y thbreoF betweeti hiuifelf and the 
Bififeifting Minift W trf Steurbridgfe. M\ thik Whife the 
Reaor^ td V^hofe toi* iA ttiefe fbiib hid bfe^en com- 
mitted by the ii^9^^ was ttOt imb t&tmxtAiCt tvcn 
apprized 'idFlfcfe jii^«A; '^ch toiHrtiWi tepon firfe in- 
form'd hrhx d(%ht dllbelieV^d ituVbt v^aS tOhvinc'd 
ohrs titfth, till aM^A by 4 tefpeaatle Pari'{hidner of 
hik having told th*m btitks for the building. 'Thcfe . 
6^e^tlfemtn, bfcing I fuppofe Satisfied oiF the notorious 
inatt^nttbli attd negligence of the £pif(?opal Clergy in 

jen^raitafndW lazy iledlois in particular^ who are by ^h^ 
Ihflhitert^trcttsMlDf being ever more inclin'd to.fleecc 
than te feted threlt flocks ; actuated 1 fay by tliis ppini- 
ffk, i*bddit^ntottleitofteririblepn^ ot^zxitf^ 
jfiA ^ditb of dbin j; good, th^t is ic Jumnmm bormm of 
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hiaking Prfefby terians ; kindly 4icl thty mean to feafc 
hiy fhoulder of all the burthen, taking the whole chargfe 
of praying, preaching, 6lc. on thenjfelves alone. At 
might appear prefiimptuous in a fingje individual td 
offer at pleading a particular exemption* from a' gene- 
ral imputation; I will not attempt it; being a Rfei^r^ 
I muft by- natural confequence be lazy : but whisthCr 
inftigated by jealoufy, er by Bigotry, or, to cEOwnSfe 
Climak, by Orthodoxy; fo it happen d, that my fen- 
timents did not coincide with theirs tipor^ this matter. 
Their underhand procecdinggr wore in tijy eyes tfrfc 
appearance of an Infult; as fuch I felt their cdndiicft^ 
as fu€h I refented it, and deter^in'4 to the utmoft of 
my powfir to f ©untera^ tu 

Th? firfl ftep I topk w^s tp wait yppi) \\\t (J?ntl^- 
man on whofe land the bricks were depofitedi Tl||i 
was immediately after the Birmingham RiotSi From 
him I had the falisfeaion of learnipg that the psiajeca 
. WSI ft)F the prefdiit abandoned; he iiayiag written tft I'fee 
Miniftcr Df Cradley upon the fuhjfft» an4 ft^eg ^hf k^^ 
tfid 4b^t would probably accrue frpm iu«b an att^miit 
^oing mads in the exifiing fermmt of mf i)'9 ffits^. 
Xhe Afinifter c^ Ciadley has finee adBnewleig'^ t<l 9^ 
ifae rMfti|it jjf tl^t letter, and \m /?MIB acyj^icfpf sfif ^ 

tm^ ^umm itf it^s p»Yi9Bi agiae^mtm fqr ib» pur- 

«hafb with tlM &b{f aunat vrfufil tQ ^cbs t^ 1^ }- 

|tp^|it8li§n^ W J «P«^d pfgve |jy,«Aiif ||»^ti«fj}r<^f 
,'pi^||i|lars; but I have my doubts refpedling the pro- 

D« f pricty 
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piriety of laying before the Public the private affaif I 
of individuals ; nor can it in this inilance be neceflary ; 
fincc in this neighbourhood, and much beyond iu 
(hould this little publication ever find it's way farther, 
not an atom of that dirt which you fo plentifully 
throw, will (lick to the equally known and refpecled 

name and charadler of the Proprietor of the land, 
. and my Informant, Thomas Hill of Dennis, £fq» 

You add, that after this, other Gentlemen who had 
land at the Lye-wafte were applied to; but they all re- 
fused to fell their land for fuch a purpofe. Prom the 
mod accurate enquiry I can make, I am led to fufpe<5l 
the truth of your information on this point; but if it 
be true, I requeft all thefe Recufants to accept my 
. warmeft thanks for their highly proper Snd fpirited 
Refulal. 

« 

After this, fay you, the Minifter of Cradley waited 
upon the Redor, to aflure him kc. &c. Here I mufi 
interrupt your career. The Minifter of Cradley, ic 
is true, did wait upon the Reftor; but not upon this 
©ccafion, or on this bufinefs. His vific was in confe<» 
quence of the tranfaSions you allude to in the next 
article; thro' the whole of which you continue fo to 
intermingle falfhood with truth, and fo wantonly and 
malicioufly attack both my public conduA and private 
ch^radler, that I muft intreat the indulgence of my 
Header, while I deviate from the plan I have hitherto 
jpurfuedjO^ following you ftep by ftep; and in lieu 

thereof^ 
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thereofv enter upon.. a minute detail of the whole 
bufinefs : and in fo doing I promife you that not a 
iingle tittle of your accufation (hall lemain uiino- 
tic d or unanfwer d. n 
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The firft inftitution of Sunday Schools in thi» 
Parifli took place in the year 1785. At a public 
meeting in the Ifitter end of Auguft a refolution was 
fprm'd to adopt them, and a Subfcription inftantly 
open'd. On a careful review of the Parifli it ap- 
pear'd that near a thoufand perfo;is were eager to 
partake of the benefit. It was doubted whether our 
funds would enable us to provide Schools fufficient 
for the admiffion of fo great a numbert.fome of. whom 
were adults, and others fcarce pall their infancy.-^-v 
Limitations of age were therefore adopted, and modes 
. of admiffion appoitited. After many previous meet- 
ings, the School^, to the number of eleven, were 
open'd on Sunday the fixth of November ; on which 
day I preach'd an occafional Sermon in Oldfwinford 
Church, and a Colledion was gather d at the Church- 
doors in behalf of the Charity. It was afterwards 
frequently debated, whether this Inftitutioh fliould 
be in future fupported by annual Subfcription, or by 
. an annual Sermon and Colle(5lion, or by both. Many 

objeAions were flarted againft each of thcfe method* ; 

and the mode hitherto purfued has been to publifli 

^an annual fiatement of the accounts, to open a frefli 

Jiibfcription when neceflary, and to leave to the 

Redqr's difcretion the propriety of a^ Sermon and 

CoUedlioz^ 
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polhS&m^ ta to him may feem expedi«nt^ Oh ihii 
plaB ? fe(:Qnd fubfcrip^lon was opened in April 1 7874 
imd a third in O&ober 1788^ a fecond Sermon 
pTcach*d% and collcdion gathered in May 1789,' and a 
fourth fubfcription in Odobcr 1 789. Inthe printed 
-HdStc bearing date Janitary i o^ 1 7 9 1 , a balance of bettei^ 
t\am fort jr-iix ppunds being ihen in hand^ it Was de- 
icliir'4 thftt no fubfcription fliould be call'd for that 
^P^Tt Mit ti^at a third Sermon would be preached by 
^ S^eiRpr Qn fidme Sunday in the enfuing Summefi 
(jlcQQfppaoied by a coUeSion, as ufual. 



Hirm I wfti to interrupt my narrative for a tht^ 
.ment, to inforaii you, that no fooner was the utility 
-of ihJs Jr^ffitntion dearly feen from it's cffe<ftsi tha^ 
it became the ^general wifti to extend it's benefits ; 

■ « 

and accordinjly, ft) far back as April 1788, it was 
wdercd, thit thence-forward, all children fliqyld he 
admitted intlifcriminately, without any limitation pf 
age; and if in confequence, any or Sill the 5chqp}» 
ftiouid be over-fiil*d^ it was refolv'd to appoipt ad4i-^ 
i^onil Schools* And this refolution 1 fqon jifter toqjk 
Vi cpportutiity of communicating to fome' of thjt 
ieaiditig Di^fbnters. Here too, wifliing to be as e^^ 
f^^iii as poffitrle, i will acquaint you wi^ the motive 
:lbst l94iLi^4 ffif-t? ytdopt a Sf xlmcm'and Collc<ftioi(for 
ilhfi yf ac 1 791 » m preference to a frefh (ubferlp^on^ 

A^Ttitiraxds 1(be ktleir end of 1 790^ repeat^ eomplamti 

. '\ ■ '% 

jmtxt taade to j»e by tb4$ Mafter and Miftreff of the 

• •■ 

W9Sk» 6ch€bk» tbat tiie jPr^terlans having open'd 

a Sunday 



I 



ji.Sut)^jr'Stjh()ol at th^ Wattt, iftaHy ^iiart* %^ 
rimor'd (Mit of their fcbooig kilb ttrh tti§\v otit 9 ftteift 
wh^nte they were taken eV'ry Sabbat'b^Aiy t<i irttirid dS 
vine fetvice at the Prefbyt^riiii Mci«l}hf4io«ife >t CtkkU 
ley. This apptar d to me ah objcft bf ftiffititiit Unguis 
tilde to entjuir* into ; and if Found ttti6, tb ^tiiihSiditett 
lipon publicly. Accordingly upbh fen^tBty I wd$ fetisi- 
fied oF thi truth ; I procured 1 lift 6F the childten to 
ttmdv'd ; and i*?ii infbtm'd by fevttal t)f thfeit P^ 
rtnts, that they- had fo rein6v*d thib thiWwa lH 
confeqticnefe of ttports that geoeraJly |}ii6viiil'a, fhaj^ 
ftich childrfen Would be cloath'd by the^rdlbytftifetis.' 
And aftfetwattiS, about the bcgitining of April, t was' 
tfeld by thfe Miftrtlfe of the Girl's fcfeobl in StouVbHdgc,' 
Aat hsarfy the ^Vhole of her fcholah had dcfertca he^' 
for the Diffenter's fchooi at Stourbridge. 

While raaitei?s vtert in this Stuatfctt, it was dfcter- 
■iiflM -it * <d(«atterTy meeting bf thfe Cbffifhittefe }rf 
tfee kd&oA ivtttft tff Jtdy 1791, that ttie tefibm aftj. 
nttoftiJ'd ifl ihte 'pifftceeding Jahuaiy fbaxM bfe ptticK-^ 
on the fe^omi Sunday of tb* Augaft fdUo^Hiig. Ifevt 
ing my imndfi dt that limfe pretty M bf buiSnfefe, t 
fioiaid not iimhcdiately bockje tb the titiki. irtidin thfe 
iot«tim,aflDOut the middle df Jtly, theinftffhous hjttid-, 
biH aitriv'd» and was followed up^^Ibfe byth*'6i«ttfe,^ 
haia. Riot9. In this bfeginbii^ of Au^ft i «|rrOttt iny 
$erbK]to,t ^ vindication of #hich i Ihy ttD&kig1i«t# 
Wt ptbduce it M th« pu«k, rxfriitiJk, With 41! ii»s iaf* 

|«ife4)oiis *n it^ hiead. I onW bet leavfe to-^^Rti* 



k'c 
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jt^s leaden, that it was written on the fpur of the oo 
fafioD, and without the moft diftant view towards 
{publication. And further I moft folemnly decbre^ 

that the circumfiance of the Prefbyterians having 
engaged a London Preacher, and fix'd upon the fame 
fecond Sunday in Auguft for his holding forth in their 
Meeting-houfe in Stourbridge^ was entirely unknown 
to me, and in my confcience I believe to every one 

of the Committee. For my own part, I had. not the 
leaft intimation of it, till within a day or two of the 
Sunday appointed for the Sermon ; when the printed 
notices having been circulated thro' the Parifh, any 
alteration of the day muft have been highly incon- 

veiuent ; nor would I have fubmitted to make fuch 
alteration, had theirPreacher been no lefs a perfonage, 
than even the great Dr. Prieftley himfelf. 

. • • • 

. This difgufiing, virulent inveAive of mine having 
been preach*d on the 14th of Auguft^ fome.DiiTenters^ 
you {ay, of both congregations, Stourbridge and Cradr 
ley, I prefume, waited upon the Redor to remonftrate. 
The firft time I was honour*d with a vifit on this oc«^ 
cafion was on the gth of Oftober following ; when a 
very worthy Diflenter of Stourbridge, fince deceas'd, 
and the two Brothers of the Cradley Mii:iifier,.inha^ 
bitants likewife of Stourbridge, came to me, deputed 
by the Body at large, and defir'd to know whether 

r 

there were any truth in the informatioti they had re^ 
[ceiv'd, that Ihadaccus'd the Prefbyterians of having 
inveigi'd children otit.of our Sunday . Schools intf 

their'*' 
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. rfieir's. I anfwcr'd, that I had made the accufaticm; 
aod that publicl)/, from the Pulpit. They denied the 
charge ; afleiting that themfelves were principal ma- 
nagers of the Diffenting Schools in Stourbridge; and 
that they had ever been moft guardedly cautious afgainft 
admitting any children into their Schools, who hsld 
been dieferters from ours. I told them whence my 
information came, viz. from the Matter and Miftrefs 
of the Wafte Schools, and from the Miftrefs of the Girls 
fchool in Stourbridge; that on this laft I laid no Af^fs, 
having fincc difcover d her to be very unfit for her 
place, and being perfuaded ihe had 16ft her fcholars 
thro' her own fault ;but for the Wafte-Teachers, I was 
fully convinced oif their unimpea^h'd honefty and ve- 
racity, which was moreover ftrongly corroborated by 
feveral parents of children who had been entic'd away; 
and added that I was fony to obferve, that I confider d 
their own brother, the Minifter of Cradley, as a prin- 
cipal in the bufinefs. On their engaging that their 
brother Ihould wait upon me to expulpatc himfelf, my 
reply was, that I was under a neceffity of fetting out 
tlie next morning on a journey into Herefordfliirc, 
wliere I ftiould be detain'd fonje time ; that on my xe- 
turn Iwould inveftigate the matter more fully; and 
Ihould it theilcc appear that I had been mifinform'd, 
I would be more ready to retraA the charge, than I 
tad been to make it. We parted. I left home the 
Allowing morning, and rcturn'd on the i otK of NcP- 
vcmbcr. Soon after I fcnt for the Matter of the Wafte 

. Ikhoolj who; oa l>cing interrogated, afliifd. me he 
* ^ E coufd 
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(ould produce many Parents of Children removed frottt 
bis fcbool, who would confirm on Oath the truth of 
all he had advancd. lu a few days he brought five 
before me, each of whomi examin'd apart, and tpok 
their depofitions in writing ; which having twice read 
over to them in the piefen^e of the Sclioolmafier, they 
not only perfifted in, but offer d to fwear to their truth 
before a Magiftrate. It was not till the laft day qf 
November that I was favour'd with a vifit from thf 
Minifter of Ctadley, accompanied by one of his bros 
thers. He abfolutely denied having ever admitted 
iiito his fchool any children belonging at the lame time 
to ours; with an aflurance that he had obterv'das 
ftii<a a caution in that matter as the managers of their 
Schools in Stourbridge. I inform'd him of th^ depo- 
fitions I had taken j in two or threp of which his per- 
fonal interference was affeyted ; but in all of thr m th<? 
Mafter of hi$ new fchool was particularly arccus d, to- 
gether with one John B|radl^y, p Rcnegado from the 
Church, and who feem'd moftzcaloufly to perform th# 
part of Jackall, or Lion's Provider. I added, that 
however my perfuafion of his charader for veracity 
might induce me to credit his affertions, and of pourfe 
to acquit him of the fufpicions I had pntertain'd, whiclj 
fufpicions had been confirmed by fome of the depofi^ 
tions ; yet I was fatisfip4 t^^ Wy geJWal <^hftRJP ^ 
inain'd unimpeach'd. ' In proof betcofi I alW^tb* 

(iTtuimflance of their opeaing a Sdaooi in « dbfltift 
where there Has not a fingte SliBbiter ; «be vmweikt 
currency of tlie f«ppn of dioat^Bg Sdc« tp be |^venft# 

fock 



/ 
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fuch chiUlreri as attended their fchooli Which rumour 

mull have fome foundation^ and had produced very 

confiderabk efFedls ; their intention of building a Meet^ 

ing-houfe iii the .fame diftrid ; their taking their fcho^ 

lais to the Meeting-houfe at Cradley; together witlx. 

many mori^ inftances of that fpirit of Profclytifm, which, 

I had long Dbferv'd increaCng among them, which now 

overleaped all mounds, ^nd which I was determined tq 

Oppofe to the utmofl of my power. I acquainted them 

fartherof mypurpofeto open a twelfth Sunday School 

in the Wafte ; which I accordingly did in the beginning ' 

of January 1 792, and thereby had the pleafurc of re* 

eovering many ef the ftray Cheep to the fold. At thii 

conference I alfo mention'd a defign being in agitatidn 

gf creding a .Chapel of E*fe in the Wafte ; at which I 

well remember both the Cradley Minifter. ud hit 

brother exprefs'^ their fatisfedionj but cannot chMVjgff 

my, memory with their having promis'd^ainy aflifi^ns^ 

fither from thcmfelyei or the Body at Ivg^ by coo^ 

tribution or othenyifc^ I ferthei: recdie^ the Minif*^ 

tex's averting, that he had no intention of ^iffr rniTOt? 

mg lany peculiar 4parines, oi; of taking tny fiept 

ii^mical tp th? eaablifli'4 phureh, T© thw J replied, 

' ^t I cottld yi^ th9 whole of their proceediDgi tn 

nq other light than as pjiits of 9 general coneeitMl 

defign. to undermine that Church; th^t wHh tefpc^ 

to the conduflpf their ^Schools, I rather ascusUlhem, 

of &)^.pf Pmiffictn, than th<]^e ofjCoaimii^on; ouc^ 

Qlmnsk Qitctski^jfi baD% tKtiii4tdt Mad io tbs litdA 

ta<Ss put into the children's hands, all mention of 

E» Chrift 
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Chrift as God being fcrupnloufly avoided. In tKi^ 
or the former conference, not a word of acknowledg- 
ment on my part of having made my charges on the 
teftimony of a Woman of dilfipated -charadler; by 

ijtrhom I fuppofe you mean the Slowrbridge School 
Miftrefs; on whofe information, as before obferv'd, I 
laid no ftrefjf whatever : not a fyllabJc of promife to 
retraft and contradict my affertions^ more than a Con- 
ditional one, on provifo of convidlion of their falfe- 
hood. On the contrary, I produce my difcourfe to 
the Public :• there ftand the charges; and by their 
truth I abide. And however you and your Abettors 
may criminate my zeal, 1 defy you to prove it to be 
a zeal without knowledge. 

- I have thus far told you th6 truths arid nothing but 
the truths but have riot yet told you the whole truth. 
Within a few days after I had feen your Pamphlet, 
the Minifter of Cradley again call'd upon me, for.ther 
purpofe of difavowing any manner of information 
concerning thefe matters having been conveyed to you 
either in converfation or writing, by himfelf, or any 
pf his fainily. On this bead I mod readily and heart- 
ily acquit them. They are Qien of worth, charadler^ 
and credit : your Informant is neitber* Nor fliall I 
trouble myfelf to enquire who that Informant, or 
thofip Informants may be ; whether a Bankrupt Gro- 
cer, a Renegado , or a Zealot of your own Fa- 
mily. — ^At this laft meeting I laid before the Cradley 
Minifter the depofitioM I had taken» and invited him 

- to be 
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lo be prefent at a fecond examination of the fevcral 
Deponent^. In the coufe of a few days we had them 
before us ; the Minifter was aiJcompanied by one of 
his Brothers ; and the Apoftate Bradley confronted the 
^itncjfles. My firft complainant, the very worthy 
Schoolmafter of the Wafte, w^ now no more.*— 
Whether tliefe poor people ha<i, or had pot, in the 
mean time been tamper d with, I take not upon me 
to fay; but this I candidly acknowledge, that three 
out of \he five retracted in part their former evidence*. 
They had originally deposed, that ^eMiniilerofCiad- 
ley» his Schoolmafter Wekh, Jbhn Bradley, and his 
Mother, fome or all of them, had frequently been at 
their houfes, to perfiiade them to remove their chil- 
dren : Tirey now could not be pofitive as to the pre- 
cife time; br whether thefe vifits might not have been 
pofterior to the admiffion of their children into the 
Piffenter's School ; and of courfe widi no other view 
than to enforce their regular attendace^ Two of the 
five ftuck by what they had laid; one of whom Biadley 
flatly contradidled, and proffer'd to maintain lus words 
.on Oath : the other he was relu<^ntly brought to aflent 
to, but with this Salvo ; that the Wife of the Deponent 
had been confiantly employ'd by the Father and Bro* 
ihers of the Cradley Minifter; that on the fiift mmoQr 
of the faid Minlfter's intention to open a Sunday 
School in the Wafte, flie had Cgnified her refolution 
of fending her children to fuch fchool as foon as open'd 
and had requefted Bradley to give her the earlieft iu- 
telligence ; and flie dying in ^ interim, Bradley took 

upon 
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upon himfelf to acquaint the Widower with his dtf- 
ceas'd Wife's intention, and to induce him to a com* 
pMance therewith; and his application prov'd fuccefs- 
ful. Thus circiimftanc'd, I think it not worth my while 
Xb haivcrecoure to affidavits, or to recur to particular in- 
flantes; but leave the charges m my Sermon to (land 
\xp(n\ the broad Bafe of the general conduA of the 
Freibyterians, and that fpirit of Profclytifm which f^* 
manifeftly and uniformly appears from the whole Q]f' 
whit is above related. 

Thank heav'n, this tedious piece of drudgery ^ which 
I fear will difguft the Reader as mueh as it has wetrrd 
the Writer* at 1^ approaches to awnclufion; a« I ail* 
fpy QQ more than two fliort charges behitid. The firft 
i» u(h^r'd in with no f mai) i^gref of pomp 9o4 9i<g« 
ni&ce^ct. '' The Piflfentershave it now in their power 
to hnng feri^us chtrges, and 'to efiablifli them as fiiAs, 
agaii^ft the Managert of the Chureh fchools/ Atas ! 
Jfuaice,-^! tremblei But kt cu fee««^ « 

^uid diotnum tanta feret hie pnnmjffbr A&ta? 

.^«iid 0»t pop« a poor Moufe of a WaDicr-wottaH; 
threatened by a Minifter refidihg in the parifb, witti 
the hh of her employment in his family, ^nlefs tk4 
would take her chiid from the Prefbyteriaa Schobl.-w 
SufeJy, fir, when you wrote this paragra^, you had 
been relaxing from yo«r feverer ftadies by a pemfai 
of the learned treatife of Mattinus Stiribleyut txb the 
Bathos, and ^vere led t« nmi^y^oigUiS with a pctfodgr 

Wl V^^ of his examples. 

And 
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*♦ And thou Dalhoufly the great God of Wan 
** tiei^^inaiit-Colonel to the Eiatl of Mar/' 

iUid your Facody muH be ackuowledg'd far to traoiV 
€end the QriginaU Thi$ unchriftiap, inhutian thre^^ 
from the beft intelligence I can procure, was. gro* 
Aounc'd, jvhether in jeft or earned I know not, by > 
young Deacon* wkhout wife or family, who durinj^ 
fomewhat more- than a twelve-month lodgd in Stouiy 

biridge, wbei^ce he ferv'd a neighbouring Curacy; an4 
fo far from being a Manager, was never even a Sqb- 
fcribcr to the Sunday Schools^ 

: Yoijr concluding charge refpeiJls the diftribution of 
fertain charitable donations; where you accuie the 
worthy Minifter of Stourbridge and niyfelf, of inter* 

^TG^ting the Pauf>ers who apply for thefe charities re« 
ipe&ing the church to which they belong ; and ^^ thoiit^ 
who a^e foutid to attend the PreOjyterian Meeting* 
houie, lofe the benefit of the faid charities." On this 
fubjeS the Rev. Mr* Pattinfon has fully vindicated bis- 
own conduA in the Birmingham Paper; and had this 
]been the only charge againft me^ I £bould have foU 
low^d his e^F^QSplCf in adopting the fame mode of ap- 
fe^l to the Public As it is, I fhall be very concifj^ 
o^ thif pofic I am coocem'd in three public chari- 
ties only* ^n pnei jointly with feven very refpedlabl^ 
inhabitants of this pariCb, who together with myfeQF 
tsonftitute a Body Corporate under a Charter of Klti|r 
tdward tbefixth, ^ Governors of the Free Grammar 

^0^1. iaStourbpc^^ I^thj^ diftribution, goodnefs of 
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upon hiWelf to acquaint the Widower with Ik/ 
ceas'd Wife's intention, and to induce him tr/ / 
pHance tlierewHh ; and his application prop /^ ^ 
fitl. Thuscircumftanc'd,Ithinfcitnotwc//_r ^ 
tbhaverecoufc to affidavits, or to recur f///^ "^ « 
£teinces ; but leave the charges m my// / / ^ ^ 

i^otV the broad Bafe of the gef // / ;.' f «r 

Prefbyterians, and that fpirit oV*"/ r '^/ * ^ 

aanifeftly- and uniformly ap//// «•' * fre- 

what is above related. •//'*// '"ffer 

Thank heav'n, this te<» /-/•/ ' ' -' of thofe, 

I fear wilA dif^ft the \' 1^ ^ •"*"'• ^°** *^*^' 

the Writer, at I?il a/ -^ -stances, and will heiice- 

tr... «-» xt ' - every Pauper who fliall' fend 

fpy DQ more thar c j cu i j .u 

i» uQ»<;r'd in w j**'^ *** ^""'^ Sunday Schools, and thence 

"wficcoce. -♦ >«i.>"^^= *^°' ^ ''"°'' ^ """ befriending 

tabling f /^*^'P' " '" conjpcnfetioii for the lofs of 

. - Jf ^;f,,^.f or three and. Cx-pcnce, our opulept and 

I ' ^/*^ pr^/by^^^^^"^ "^^^^ ^ conftant pra(5tice of re* 
f^' ^f/jcirpious Apoftacy with at leadft fiye fhillk3|[s. 

J now, Sir, having toil'd after you through i 

., ^y and founderous road, I am arriv'd at my journey's 
^v and (hall take my leave with two fhortobfervations, 

^of'Subjedl has been, the High-Church Spirit prev- 
alent at Stourbridge, . Controvetfy fhould ever be 
preceded by a Definition of Terms. If by a High* 
Church Spirit be meant a firm Loyalty to the King;, 
iand a fteady adherence to the Conftitution in Church 
and State, we plead Guilty. If you annex any idea 

•f 
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Xiioliitnct ot Pcrfccution^ we plead Not Guiliyj 
g ' truft that I have vindicated my. Clients, as well 

J^ ^ X thtf riot eloquently^ yfej fubftantially ; and ^ 
%%^ ^ -feaion of that awful^ but juft and impartial i 

^ % ^^ 'hlic; Again; you introduce this alledgd 

^ ^JT^^ Spirit as a predifpofing Gaufe of the , 

^' A CaJife, for which; aftfer all your . 
, ^ ^ ^ ^^ y^^^ ^^ attempts to thro«t . 

^ ^ ^ * ^ ^eople at large, and even a Ma- 

^ %^ \. .erate JPreftjyteriani, will look 

to YOUR SELF; to your own, 
,r^el£Spirit«andMachiaveIianPoli(y« 

ROBERT FOLEY, 

ReQor of OU^imfardi 
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f: S; TMiis ncl^tydurhbod acknowledges it's obligati- 
on to you for kindly inferting in your book a 
copy 6f the Epitaph upon Dodor Fungus ; a pro-» 

du^oh whith they would otherwife mofl probr 
ably haD'e never feen,' and which they much 
admire.- 
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A SERMON 
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«MM>^1^ 



l^T. Matthew, C. xi. V. 5. flatter part. J 

Tlie Poor have the Gofpel preached to thim. 



AMONG the many charafterift:c marks where- 
by the Holy Spirit of God, by the mouths of his 
Prophets, vouchfaf *d to point out to his Peo- 
ple Him that was to cOrae, or the Meffiah ; and where- 
to the blefled J efus frequently appealed, in proof of 
his being that long expedled Meffiah ; one, and that 
by no means the leaft confiderable, was this recorded 
in the Text, of the Poor having the Gofpel preached 
to them. In one circumftance indeed this mark may 
jiiftly claim a pre-eminence over the feveral others 
to which Chrift here refers in his anfwer to the Bap- 
tift's Difciples, The others were miraculous,- but tran- 
fient; being limited to Chrift's abode in the Flefb, 
and the infancy of the Gofpel ; this was to be per- 
manent, and coeval with- the duration ef the world. 

Many 
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Blany. Ages have ehps'd finte by the Ahxughty ftmtl 
Ofjefus^andby Him delegated to his chofen Difinjdes, 
the wondering world behdd thebliq^ to fiBe^-tht lame 
to iralk, the deaf to hcfar ^ and even the dead to revive ; 
but to this day, throughout the wide extent of the 
GhrilUan world, the Poor have the Gofpel preached 
to them. 

Chriftianity being the laft aiiid moft perfeft difpexi-^ 
lation of God to Man, was in proceis of time to be 

Unlvierlal ; extending not bmy to all nations, but to' 
*vcry Individual iix every Nation. It's great bbjcft 
being the Salvation of all men, and the (iofpcl con- 
taining the onily means of that Salvation, (hat Gofpel 
was of courfe t6 be preached to all men. It was not 
to be confih'd' to the great and powerful, id the wife' 
and learned, to the rich and afRuent. In all ages and 
countries tlie bulk of mankind cofne unfder neithet 
of tbefe d\ftnominatioiisi ' But every Human Beirijf 

kas a foul to be favisd. God is the Maker of all ; aiid 
all whom God made,- did the Son of God come to re- 
deem. The bltfod of Chrift Hvas to wafe away lh<5 
tranfgreflSon of Adam; and the Holy Ghoft affures us 
hy the ttoiith of Saint Paul, that aS in Adam all die» 

fo in Chrift ibal) all be made alivi. * It being thenf 

. . ... 

(h« Aiv'iTit Will, as w6 learn from the Scripttrres, that 
nohe (houkt perifli, but that all fleili ihould be faved, 

and feould cofni to the knowledge of the tfiith; or in 
other words flibCxld haVe the 6ofpeI preached te th^ih ; 
kt OS examifie what met^ds'the divine. ^it(^6in 

and 
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iitiAX^oodtitfs h2LV6 thought proper td addpt tdwarrf/ 
the ^€ompli{hine;it of this moft gtacidus jmr|>djfe;-^ 
Andlh this c5tainioati6n f^e tniift afccnd to thd fdiin- 
taiii head^ oi- the Word made Plefh; and tlietice g«- 
dually defcend the ftrdam of ages down to thde laf Ur 
diys wherein we dlV^lL 

Now at the time of Chrill^s appearitig in the t^lelh, ^ 

the world was overfpread with ^he grdflcift ignorance. 

Without knowledge even df the God thiit iiiade them, ' 
th^y ti&ilbet had, iorpol^bly iould hat^Cy iht tiAtt 

diftaitt ilotion of that Myftery hidden fl^din ^s^ of 
the Lamb ihdn frotn the foundation of the Wosid.— ^ 

Ftoili thifi iitediiverfal gloom one fmall Kaidoh WaiEJ alotil! • . 

eidem^tbdi thefe were the D«fcendi&ntM 6f Abf&itebf. 
whom God Had feparated.frdm the te;ft of <bei wttA^' ' 

aiid>for.af long feries of yitts kid kept^^Kter histi^^ 
iitiiiiediaie goVernme]it« To tbeftp He had givtiii ai 
Lawt]7Mq£s$^fttf thefeHe had tatfed lipr a f^eodEdkt . 
of Prophets; who not only preferv'd ampn^^ th^ tiie 
knowledge of the true God, but alfoby (Iwdepted 
open'd ihek is^e^i and pitepar'd ih^is ittinds^foif't'be t 
grand deyelopement that (hould eBrfoerwhen the My^ , 
tcry fhould be.ievcardr by the adu^i epming.^ tbq>. 
MeflSah, Finally, among thefe was GbriftOTWiifelled^ , 
taking upon Him the Seed of Abrafiam; amopg.fchefc' . 
He dweh; there He taught and preached, thetje jSc . 
liv'd ind died, lie fulfilled all their JLaw/and ac- * 

J» ; , . ^ • •• • I I* 

complilh'd all their Prophecies ; thereby gjvingp \hpm:^ 
ijicfifagable pj?odf of his being, their Ipng expeAe^;^ 

G Meffiah. 
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Meffiah, And their country heyx^g ^\ that iJme fitb- 
jeded to the government of the Rcm^r.!?, whofe Em- 
pire then comprehended moft of the c\vA}zdp'Tt% of 
the earth. He by fpeaking as never mryafpake, and by 
doing the works which i?onc; other man did, fpread 
among the Heathen nations a knowledge of his Name 
and prepared them fiar the ferther inlight into the 
cccoriomy of the divine difpenfation, of the mercies 
whereof they were ftiortly to be made partakers. 

After H^ had by bis. death and rcfurrefltion fully 
eompleated the end of his appearance, before bis: final 
departure from the world to his Father, He eommif^ 
£on'd thofe his Difciplds, who had been his xdnft^nt 
followers and attendants Upon earth; to go at^d teach 
all nations^ To enable thcih to fulfil this bis com- 
mands He not only endued them with power from on 
faigb to perform isilL facb miraculous works as Himfelf 
bad done, but by fending down his holy Spirit upon 
tbcm, He gave them power to fpeak all languages t 
He furnifh'd them with fuch wifdom as no man could 
gainiay o^ refiil^He recail'd* to their remembrance ail 
tiiat He had ever faid unto them*; and enabl*d themt 
to underiland thdfemyfteries which till then had been 
hiclden from their eyesi Thus prepar d, they difpers*d 
the&fclves through all countries, teaching and preach* 
ing every where ; tlie Lord working with them, and' 
cdhfirming the Word With'figns following; arid whife 
fottie comihitted to writing the hiftory of the life and 
deith, words and aftibns of their divine Miller; others 
- ' ^ '-' addx^fsa 
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addxcfsd Letters or Epiftles to their fcveral Convert'!; 

which Epiftles and Gofpels were fooii tranflatcd into all 

languages^ and are come dpwn uniiupaird unto us. 

• ■■■•, . ,' • . ' • . 
By thefe means Chriflianlty foon got a nrm footinr 

m the world ; and Spreading by rapid degrees, fpeed- 
ily pervaded the whole Roman Empire, During thi§ 
its progrefs, it's miraculous fupports were' gradual!]^ 
withdrawn, as there became daily lefs need of tliem. 
At length they totally ccas'drand die Gofpel waisJleft 
to make it's way by the blefling of God upon mere 
human means. But by this time it had become. in- 
coi:porated as it were with Civil Governpient : accordn 
jng4otheProphet*$prediAion, Kings were it's nurfing. , 
Fathers, and Queens its nurfing Mothers : it was no> 
longer the- private bleffing of a few individuals, but 
became the Religion of the State: lu this advanc'd 
ftage of it's progrefs, it's difcipUnc, or gov.ernment,i 
concerning which it's divine Author left no patticulat 
direction, afliun'd various ftiapes, being generally moh-; 
del'd according ta the form or rtiodc of the Civil 
Conftitution in every rcfpeAive Country ; but ia all 
there was continued down from the Apoftlcs. them- 
felvcs a regular fucceffion of men fet apart for the 
Miniftry of God's holy word and ordinances. At firft 
thefe were fent put from time to time through the 
feveral parts of each nation, according as exigences 
required ; and by degrees we find each Chriftian State^ 
fome fooner, fome later, parcel'd out into fmall divi- 
fions». places for public worfhip eredted in each, and 

G a particular 
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giirticuI-Mr Minifters affign'd to each flock, fortljc feljp 
purpof(? of inflriiiSling the people in the Gofpel doc^ 
brines, and in^ obedience to the^ Gofpel Precepts. 

^ Prccifely ap thefe (:irci;mftanc^s U phriftipnity at 
-this day in this our land. The difciplinc, or govern- 
ment of ourphurch is moft happily accommodated to, 

as it IS clofely united with, that of our State; and both 

.together form thjjt gloi^ious Conftitution, whofe duly 

attCJmper'd mixture of Subordination and Liberty is 

the wpqd^ and ^ijvy of all foreigners, and the boaft 

r nd delight pf ev^ry loyal Subjed. And for the mor^ 

^t^ffcAual. preaching of the Gofpel, whiph is the grand 

a;bje<Jl of every Chriftlan Church, the whole Realm 

'Lvcanton'd out into Diocefes, (paph governed by it's 

JJifliop; whofe province it is to fend labourers into 

} he yiney?U:d, tq pvcrfce theirjbchayiour, and keep theni 

JO thpir duty : and every Diocefe is fubdiyided into 

BariCh^s, ^ch of which is provided with it's Churgh 

^and Minifter. Biit the filent lapfe of time, working 

*;y imperceptible degrees a. total change of circum- 

Oanccs, has occa^fiofi'd in this refpecSl fomc very conij- 

-ftlerjtble inconveniences:, At that diftant period, when 

ijlie pp|icy of qur ancefiors firft divided the kingdom 

into parifli^s, and their piety ^re^c^dchurchcs 'm eacl) 

par iCh ; at that p^yiod, 1 fay, trade, cpinmerce, apd 

^TjatiufaAurc^s, thoft^ great fpurce^ of population an^ 

:vealtJ), were as yet ir^ th^xr infancy; they ej^iftcd but 

. 1 ii cities ; while th^. country,^ wherq agriculture was alfq 

rg^,^ low ebh, was. cljicfly aUptt^d to pa^tirage, whicji 

j^^uiring 
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acquiring but few han4s; of xourfe vwd^vtd popnUr 
iAw very inconfiderable, Whctf vtr t few &itiier«, 
with their labourers^for the &ktt ^ foci^y a»d iafcty^ 
cve6ted their humble hi»bitfttien$. a<^CMri»iiig to each 
other, or feparateid by fmall diftatKca^ there ai P^^r 
village arofe, and theie was alfo plac*d the houfe of 
God* In thefe thinly-peoprd difljii^s,, the Pa^ftor, 
who was ehtrufied with the care of their fouk, hefides 
his ftated duty in the churchy could. eafily inform 
himfelf pf the particular behaviour, as well as. gjeneiol 
chara^ex/ of all lu» flock; he could vifit, inftrud,.exr 
hort,^ and coo^fonti each individual. The fiimc may 
indeed be dpue ^ prefent^ in. fomc fmaUL country par 
riihes, whif:b apre folely devoted to agrkulture ; but on 

caiHng oup: eyes^ over the natioa at large,. Wihera the 
Unmeufe influx of trade, conunerce«smd.mtntifa<3ure, 
haak more than trebl'd the general populations, and 
where in feveral places particulax branches «£ bufineft 

hftVQ cqlleiSled. together, a^d. fomifhU with einploy- 
tiient, thoufands and tensrOf thoufandson the fame 
fpot, and wXthin the bound»,o£ thefame-parifli, which 
could formerly fcarce afford a fcanty maintenance to 
a dozen iamiUes: what, an eflept^al chang^e hence arifes 
in the mattjer of my prefent futj^ed! TJie Paftpr can 
no longer, know the faceisi qf half his. numerous Pa* 
riibicmnii^; the Church will not contain a tenth of 
iheir nu»b<ars : crowded Hamlets arife at inconveni- 
cut: diftaneesr from, the- i^aee of: woribip;, and the 
i:inavpidable confequenco of thefei. and feverai other 
drcumfismccft thsvt jbight beA4a€Dlaoik'd».Jbatew]udi 
' • wiU 
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will readily occur to every confideratc pcrfon, the 
jconfequence, I fay, is a growing inattention to religion^ 
and depravity of manners ; arifing from this plain 
caufc, that the Poor have not the Gofpel effetauaJIy 
preached to tbem« 



.1. 



Xq remedy in fome degree thefe manlfeft incon- 
veniences, which have long .been increafing in pro- 
portion, as iheir caufes have multiplied, the ^policy of 
tHs Aiatlon has conftantly encourag'd an attention ta 
the early inftruAion of the lower clafs of people, by. 
the means of Charity Schools. But npt oniy.hs^ the 
amaslng extent of population reiiflcr'd thefe infuffi^* 
cient to the end proposed, but many other caufes have 
confpir'd to deprive numbers of the falutary effe<fts 
txpe<9;ed from them ; particularly in fuch fiifixids ai 
eur own, where the value of labour is fo well under-* 
fiood^ and fo clofely attended to. A due fenfe of this 
defe(Sl has given rife to that inftitution, which in the 
courfe 6f a few years has rapidly extended to every 
corner of the kingdom ; which has for fome time been 
moft laudably patroniz'd here, and in whofe aid I am 
now to folicit your contributions^; and i!nuch mere 
than your contributions, your attention. Were it 
neceflary on this occalion to prefs upon your charity^ 
which long experience has prov'd to be alive to every 
thing good ; were it neceflary to inform yoqr judg* 
ment, by enumerating the many folid advantages^ 
hot only hop'd and expeAed, but in fome degree al« 
ready experienc'd from our Sunday Schools; advan^ 

• tages 
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tagcs of which you are fully fenfible: were cither of 
thefe modes of adjirefs expedient, I (hould deem\ 
myfclf inexcufable in having taken up fo much of youf^ 
time with introdudlory matter. ^ But the pfefent com-^» 
plexion of the times, and the cdnfideration of fomtf 
recent events, forcibly demand a diffeient language s 
tbo' I (hall endeavour to obferve that moderation and 

" S' 

impartiality, which I would fain recommend to yotr. 

I have already in this difcourfe notk'd ^oth the.. 
. excellency of our Conilitutioin in Church and Stated t 
aiid alfp the intimate connexion and clofe union c^; 
Church and State with each other. But let me^hereaddv , 
that Excellence is a relative terms and by tio means, 
implies a feuUIefs perfeftlon. The^ febriC both <if ouP; 
civil and ecclefiaflicai polity, admirablie as it k^i&yti*^, 
the Work of Man ; and every work of Man^ is, an# 
muft be, more or lefs imperfcd. On this account, We' 
ought not to overleap the boundjs of Chriftian ehafity, 
with refpeA to fuch of our brethren, as vising femi^ 
circumftances of our polity, particularly the ecclefiaf- 
tical, in an unfavourable light, partly through prgu«r. 

dice, and partly through the influence of educatiion« 
and the mitfreprefentations of interelled Tiachers > 
chufe to feparttte themfelves from the national cbin^h. 
—The Legiflature has with equal wi^om andchirity '^ 
permitted every fubjeA of this realm to. worfhip God 
in fuch a way, and to join bimfelf to fuch'l:Oxn$iu- ^ 
nibn, as is moft agreeable to his own cbtifciencc, whe- 
ther that confcience be well or ill informed. ''- And in ^ 

this 
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tcifontktt it it odr dutj^ (b acquiefce i and by tm 
jMsim to mokit' or difitnrb fiicb Sdparatifts e^ Difietit- 
en, whatever be theif ^lenoihiMtion) in the full and 
fret enjoyment of efatir kpl rights and privfl^geiw 



dot wMd we thus give the mtnofl: feope to our 
chiifiiaa tharitf, it li •^oaHy^ our doty to takd heed 
to QUdfehacA. We Ihittk Gbd^ have imbil/d better 
principles. Thefe let us hold faft without wavering ; 
atl<icftrefal]]^guatdagaitIft il) the fpecfieus liHa^itSrall 
the iiiiidiotis mftchrndtiOM of feth ctirfty ihtfiii a* lir^ 
in^ wait to efrfhare and AktMe us from the truth.- OW - 
chutth is confe&diy* eleaf of eflcntiri ttnM;*het 
dfoAnroes are the doli^iMs of fcripture ; bothhtf^doc- ' 
trines and diftipline were origmally cottpfl'd AKwf 
conj^eated witfr the utraoft care, have beeir htq&tAU 
ly revised with the molt accurate diligence, atttf HaW 
long fince been ftampt with the ifeal of tiatioiijil au^ 
thority. Alter arrd^amcfid for ever, yon cannot attwit 
perfbJlfon : is it tfien rcafonable, is it prudent, for iliettf 
trifte^, to hazard the dangers of JniiovatiOil, to diftatb^ 
the piiblit peace,- and thus^^ introduce coiTfuffoH; and 
ererjr evit wo lir but 1 trtdt we fliaH be^ wifet. Mow 
than this, fhould a dangerous principle iJflSh^ottdite' 
confttemlf to lift up if s head at nootl day; iLcutd' 
bare&c'd attempts be made to wound the ffate through 
the fidiss of the chorch i to wean you ftbiti yoUf f^aftd:r^, * 
by reprcfentittg themas legal opprclftrt^- fr<tai*youi» 
Goveruorsi by efaaipng* thenr with ttoittjptibtrr fitottt- 

yonrKlng, byfucftr treafonable- cjqjreflSoms ai fd^ttJ' 

not 
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tot repeat ; finally, from the Britifli Conftitution^ by 

drefling up the horrid anarchy that at this moHifeiit 
diftra^ftsand harafles the neighbouring nation ©fPraliGe, 
in the deeeitful femblance of frfeedora and happinefsi 
and in that difguife recommending it to your imita* 
tibn: ffaould this^ I fay, He attenipted-^but Ihamc to 
fay, it has "bfeen 'atte'mpted— Mt could not be botri^j 
add dreadful have been th« eonffiquencesi Pix>viden* 

tiallythe diftutt^nces reach'd. not this place ; and at 
flrfeftiit Jpcace feerhs teftox'd/ r M^y if xapntinuc 1 But 
in btcter to" fhe'vr thslt what I have now faid'ii by nof' 
ikeamfs ilfiafipiltable to the 'odiaCoii 'df fedt pteferlt; 
liiieitnig;^ I mull nbw obfervc to'ybti r'afid ri'ii witlt'no' 
ftoali concern that I do it, that the deiigns of the en- 
emies to our chutch tod ftate feenito grafp at the mbft' 
remote confequences ? even to ttainitig up ybiir cfeil-' 
dren ill prejudices of the mod dangerous nature»-In-v 
defatigable. pains . have been taten in this parifli, of. 
^hich I have undeniable proof, to feduce thofe chil- 
aren whom yout charity his placed in tlie Sun4ay 
Ichbols, ana under the care bfthdfe teachers^ to wiiofe 
diligence and behaviotir I am glad of the prefent op- 
portunity of giving in thi;5 place my public teftimoiiy^ 
6f aipprgbatioXi ; .'{p feduce them, I f<iy« from thefe 
fchools.and thefe"teacherS,,wbere they would imbitie 
the loyaj and orthodox principles qi^ the^ church of 
ngland, to other fchools and other teachers, of I fc;aK 
i verj' different complexion. In fonie inft^ucf s they 
have fucceeded. Thofe inftances are but few in com- 
panibn, but thofe few are too many. To inform you 
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pi this IS ray duty ; to dwell upon it were ncedlefs, a$ 

the motives mull be obviops. . May the information 

have it's due weight in quickening and increafing yourS ! 

z^al for,, and attention to, your own fchools. It is, be- i 

lieve me. of no trivial concern, in what principles the j 

youth of this kingdom are educat.ed ; and bt it not be ' 

forgotten, that the Pocr.muft ever cnnilitute the bulk 
cf the community. Had thofe.of the great manufac?- i 

turirig town almoft at our doors been poifon'd ^yith j 

fncii dangerous notionSvas fome people feem to hayp 
wilh'd and expeded, ivhat.bad been the confequejDCie^:J \ 

tliey mtift; have lw)^Uy[ ft) ^..ft)agnitiide, to- which thj? 
adual nots qari^bear n9. comparifon. Mifguided .ajiA 
Tunjuftifi^bie as were the outrages of that i^ibblc, yet^ 
loyalty , dircded :thp5 r^ge againft fuch only, as theyv 
thought^ errpneoufly I hope, enemies, to their Kingj 
and Conil.itution. . ' 

May your zeal be equal tp theirs ; but Gqd forbid if 
fliould ever be in hke manner rnisdireded. Inilead 

!>• . .. . •- 

1 . , • ' 

of burning and dieftroying, let its holy flame be: kindrd 
at the altar of peace. Be ftcady iii your adhe;rence 

to our conftitution in church and ftate^ and by encouir 

' ^ ■-...., -J ' ' {' ' ■ ■ ■' . • . ' 

aging and fupporting our Sunday Schools, \ pu will 
fake the mofl effecaual method of fecuring to the rifin^^ 
generation thofe principles of Religion and Loyalty^ 
which are ever taught and inculcated by the Church' 
of England : a Church, which never ceafes to bear un- 
fpotted and unftain'dthis glorious Motto— Feaii God. 

. HONOUR THE KiNG. ^ 



« 
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Now to Him, who is not the Author of confuCon, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the Saints, fo par- 
ticularly in that moft pure Church, of which we have 
the honour and happinefs to be Members : to that 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be all honour and 
jGlory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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ERRATA, 

Page s 7, third line from bottom , for contined^ read 
continued. — ^page 3 1 » tenth line from bottom, for 
preceeding^ read preceding. — page 37, fecond line, 
for coufe read cottr/e.-r-uineteqnt^iine,'for aUendace^ 
read attendance. 
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